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↘
BITS AND PIECES
Outreach team reflects on 
the ‘Big Energy Saving Week’ 
campaign designed to drive 
entrepreneurs towards green 
energy, and a word from 
Ambassador Chryssoula Aliferi on 
Kosovo tourism as she approaches 
the end of tenure as Head of the 
Greek Liaison Office in Pristina.

Launching 
the final call for 
energy efficiency  
retrofits for 
households

↘
HAPPENING NOW
As the final call for energy 
efficiency subsidies launched, 
MFK Energy Efficiency Specialist, 
Nora Cimili, provides information 
to guide interested applicants 
through the application process 
for efficiency grants.

SCAN TO
DOWNLOAD

THE AIR QUALITY
IN KOSOVO APP

iOS Android



‘WOMEN IN ENERGY’ 
MOTIVATING 
ENTREPRENEURS 
TOWARD ENERGY 
SUSTAINABILITY 
THIS BIG ENERGY 
SAVING WEEK

As the energy crisis emerges and concerns over rising 
electricity costs grow, upgrades in energy efficiency and 
advancements in renewable energy solutions have an 
importance in addressing energy challenges for households, 
business—owners or service providers.

 Studies show that efficient use of energy is 
positively linked with women’s economic empowerment. 
But, on the other hand, there’s a lack of firms’ understanding 
of energy efficiency measures, and the potential benefits of 
energy—saving technologies, according to a recent report by 
the European Investment Bank.

 In light of the above and in response to this 
year’s Big Energy Saving Week, MFK decided to focus on 
raising awareness of direct and indirect energy efficiency 
benefits, inviting women entrepreneurs, who have been 
part of Women in Energy Entrepreneurship Program, use 
this Big Energy Saving Week to join us in this outreach 
campaign, aiming to inform businesses on the importance of 
implementing energy efficiency measures as a sustainable 
way for expansion and growth. It’s been encouraging to 
see around 100 women entrepreneurs joining MFK efforts, 
enlightening us about the impact the MFK’s support has 
had in their operations and how it has helped them improve 
energy efficiency and save energy. Over 20,000 people have 
been reached only in the last 8 days, thus making it the 
biggest women-initiated organic campaign so far.

Three key benefits of investing in energy
efficiency measures as witnessed by women
entrepreneurs are: 

• Saves time and increases production capacity
• Saves money
• Helps grow and expand sales to national and 

international markets
 
Three principal challenges prevent women entrepreneurs 
from expanding their businesses: access to finance, 
knowledge, and networks of contacts, IFC report shows. 
Ultimately, this is what MFK’s Women in Energy Program 
aimed to support women with. The program has allowed 
women entrepreneurs overcome gaps in finance through 
three types of grants: SMART, ADVANCED, and SIMPLE, 
provided know—how through personal coaching ‘Business 
Acceleration Program’, as well as gave them the opportunity 
to network and foster cooperation among women 
entrepreneurs of different fields, thus meeting many 
potential customers.

BITS AND PIECES
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↘
FAVORITE TWEETS

↘
QUOTES FROM AIR
QUALITY ACTIVITIES
CLOSURE EVENT

↘
DEVELOPMENT NEWS
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If you witness fraud and 
corruption during your 
interaction with MFK 
or the implementing 
partners report here ↓

mcc.gov/
reportfraud

€8 million has been allocated to 
support residential retrofitting with 
energy efficiency measures through 
SEEK Program. This funding 
will provide for energy efficiency 
renovations to approximately 1,200 
homes across Kosovo.

I've been to very few air quality 
#opendata infrastructure parties, so it 
was extra special yesterday to join 
@MFKosovo to celebrate their air 
pollution open data+transparency work. 
There is a magic #opendata movement in 
Kosovo worth keeping an eye on.

Did you know  @MFKosovo,
with support of @MCCgov, 
has placed 20 women interns 
in our power plants. We pay 
for these positions through our 
#WomeninEnergy program, 
helping address the gender gap 
in energy sector. We visited our 
interns in the power plants:

USG funded @MFKosovo @MCCgov
interventions have helped Kosovo 
institutions gather real-time data  
ensuring Kosovan citizens have 
the information they need to work 
toward improved air quality and 
make informed decisions about their 
daily activities. #EraDimën.

PETRIT SELIMI
@PETRIT

U.S. EMBASSY
PRISTINA
@USEMBPRISTINA

CHRISTA HASENKOPF
@SCIENCERELY
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JEFF HOVENIER, THE NEW U.S. 
AMBASSADOR TO KOSOVO

Ambassador Jeffrey M. Hovenier is the new United States 
Ambassador to the Republic of Kosovo. “I’m humbled by the 
trust President Biden and Secretary Blinken have placed in me 
to lead the U.S. Mission to Kosovo to continue its important 
work to strengthen the already deep ties between our two 
countries.”—the new U.S. Ambassador stated through an 
introductory video statement.

Previously, he served at U.S. missions in 
Turkey, Germany, Croatia, Greece, Panama, Paraguay, and 
Peru; at the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE); on the staff of the UN Special Envoy for 
Kosovo Status; and on temporary assignments in Serbia, 
Montenegro, and the U.S. delegation to the 1999 Kosovo 
Peace Talks.

SENATE CONFIRMS ALICE 
ALBRIGHT AS NEXT MCC CEO

On February 7th, the U.S. Senate voted unanimously to 
confirm Alice Albright as the next Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC). 
“Alice brings a wealth of experience and expertise to lead the 
agency at a critical time in our history. I am thankful to our 
staff and the leadership team for their tireless collaboration, 
ensuring a smooth and successful transition while delivering 
our poverty reduction mission,” said MCC’s Acting CEO 
Mahmoud Bah for a press statement issued by MCC.

KOSOVO TO ADOPT RENEWABLES 
SHARE TARGETS FOR 2031, 2050

Kosovo’s energy strategy for 2022 to 2031 will be presented 
in early 2022, Minister of Economy Artane Rizvanolli said 
and revealed the government aims to raise the share of 
renewables in electricity consumption to between 25% and 
30%.

In a statement released by the Kosovo 
Government, it is stressed that the goals in the energy 
sector and Kosovo’s stance are in line with the reforms that 
are being adopted and that are being promoted at European 
level as well as those from the recent COP26 United Nations 
Conference on Climate Change.

↘
FAVORITE NUMBER

For #3years 
#DesignChallengeCompetition 
equips teens with critical thinking, 
problem-solving, and creative skills. 
As we get closer to this year’s 
competition, we are sharing results 
from past three years.  #AfterSchool 
#SupportTeens & @ipkofoundation. 
#Skilled21stCenturyTeen

USAID KOSOVO
@USAIDKOSOVO

↘
QUARTERLY EDITORIAL

RINA ABAZI

As I am about to reach the completion of a term 
of almost four year as Head of the Greek Liaison 
Office in Pristina, I remember in retrospect all the 
new precious friendships and experiences that I 
will take back home with me. Among many such 
memories, I will warmly remember my favourite 
Kosovar product: the newly-born Kosovar tourism, 
all the places I visited here during these four years, 
unfortunately much fewer than I wished, because of 
the covid-19 crisis.

Coming from Greece, a neighbour 
which welcomes thousands of Kosovar tourists 
every year, one’s eye is trained to focus onto the 
beautiful corners and testimonies of the past or 
the present, in cities, villages and the multifaceted 
Kosovar countryside. One can see more and more 
touristic development, coupled with an impressively 
improving infrastructure. 

Sustainable tourism could become a 
solid branch of the Kosovar economy; a way to help 
people, men, women, and the young in particular, 
to find jobs close to their home, by promoting 
local products—from agriculture and forestry to 
traditional cuisine and handicrafts—in order to 
create growth and prosperity for all.

At the same time, tourism is an 
opportunity for people—to—people encounters 
in which locals, diaspora and foreign tourists of 
different background and walks of life meet; in 
which they get to know and respect each other, 
moving towards a better mutual understanding and, 
hopefully, a brighter future for all. 

This is a place with a rich historic, cultural 
and religious heritage, as testified by the many 
magnificent medieval churches and monasteries of 
the Serbian Orthodox Church, the numerous historic 
mosques with impressive Islamic architecture and 
so many other holy sites and monuments, through 
which different communities and people identify 
their past, present and future here. 

Kosovar tourism has more than enough 
to offer visitors, and make them to wish to come 
back again and again, enjoying the progress of the 
friendly Kosovar people and society!

“Data is only useful 
to the extent that it 
is actually used. So I 
hope that this data will 
continue to be used 
and that this can be a 
model of how different 
ministries  can put 
different sets of data 
together and collaborate 
to make each piece 
of data more than it 
is—not just a piece of 
information sitting on 
a shelf or in an online 
database, but something 
that is used and 
interpreted and becomes 
functional.”
—Sarah Olmstead,
MCC Country Director

”Kosovans will benefit 
from the transparency 
& accountability across 
institutions, increased 
awareness of air 
quality & environmental 
challenges that impact 
their communities’ 
ability to enjoy a more 
sustainable and healthier 
place to live.”
—Mahmoud Bah,
MCC Acting CEO 

“Individual actions won’t 
happen until they can 
see and feel the harm 
air pollution causes. 
Therefore information is 
more than important to 
get them to care and 
act upon it.”
—Romain Lacombe,
CEO and founder of 
‘Plume Labs’

“Through telling 
the story of air pollution, 
you normalize the story 
as a topic everybody 
needs to understand, not 
just as a hard—to—grasp 
technical issue.”
—Wolfgang Blau, 
Co—Founder of 
'Oxford Climate 
Journalism Network'

8M
KOSOVAR 
TOURISM,
A NEWBORN 
ECONOMIC 
BRANCH

↘
FAVOURITE PRODUCT

AMBASSADOR CHRYSSOULA 
ALIFERI, HEAD OF THE 
LIAISON OFFICE OF GREECE



SUBSIDIES
ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
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The residential sector contributes around 40% to the 
final energy consumption in Kosovo and represents a 
great potential for energy efficiency retrofits and a 
great opportunity to reduce the energy demand—supply 
gap. Kosovo is particularly vulnerable since its electricity 
production capacities can’t match the demand. That is why 
the unreliable electricity supply is demonstrated in frequent 
power outages, voltage drops, and other problems. 

The MFK launched SEEK as a pilot project for 
testing different grant incentive models for energy efficiency 
investments in the residential sector. The main principle of 
the SEEK project is that through piloting several different 
incentive models for household energy efficiency retrofits, 
different investment options are tested to see which one 
works best. Experience and lessons learnt are collected 
so that at the end of the Project, this knowledge can be 
transferred to the Government of Kosovo institutions to 
continue a future scale—up “program of subsidies for Energy 
Efficiency in the residential sector”. 

The SEEK shall have multiple positive impacts 
on: (i) reduction of energy/electricity demand and the 
related costs in the residential sector and (ii) the uptake 
and increasing the competitiveness of the Kosovan energy 
service market, by providing stimulus to increased awareness 
among households.

Since the beginning of SEEK back in September 
2019, the MFK has been testing different subsidy delivery 
models and modalities to determine the most cost—
effective model as an optimal solution for future large—scale 
implementation by the Government of Kosovo. Thus, so far 
SEEK has tested two different options in phases (iterations), 
and the third (final) call for energy efficiency grants has just 
been launched on 1st February.

The applicants will have the possibility to get a 
50% grant of the total cost of the retrofit up to 6500 EUR.
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↘
NORA CIMILI

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
SPECIALIST AT MFK

MFK LAUNCHES 
THE THIRD AND 
FINAL CALL FOR 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
SUBSIDIES

—Call is open to all 
residents of Kosovo, 
has a maximum value 
of 6,500 euro, and will 
cover up to 50% of 
investments planned  
by households.

—Early application 
increases the  
chances for the grant.

The deadline for applications 
is 30 April 2022, or as long 
as the financial resources 
allocated to the third 
iteration under HER are 
available.

How to apply
The applications must be submitted to SEEK by the Qualified 
Installer (QI), i.e., a construction company selected by the 
household to implement the retrofit works. 

The QIs have been trained by the SEEK 
Implementation Consultant (IC) on how to prepare and 
upload applications, which will be registered through the 
Grant Management and Administration System (GMAS) 
administered by the IC.

Instructions to Applicants
Applicants must comply fully with the requirements 
described in Call when completing their Grant Application, as 
this ensures alignment with the objectives and contributes 
to their quality, all to minimize the probability that the Grant 
Application is rejected or that the applicant would be asked 
to provide additional information and/or support documents.

Applicants must use and dully complete all 
standard forms and templates provided as appendices. 
The Call includes basic requirements of project details that 
must be provided by dully completing the forms that shall 
be uploaded by the Qualified Installer on behalf of the 
household.

Eligible Energy efficiency measures that qualify
for the 3rd iteration include the following:

• Thermal insulation of walls and roofs;
• Windows and external doors;
• Efficient water heaters (including solar thermal 

water heaters);
• Biomass stoves and furnaces;
• Efficient lighting;
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MFK ACTIVITIES
ANOTHER CALL FOR 40 
INTERNSHIP POSITIONS 
THROUGH ‘WOMEN IN 
ENERGY’ 
CLOSED

Millennium Foundation 
Kosovo (MFK) closed 
another call for 40 new 
internship positions for 
women interested in joining 
the energy sector. Ministry 
of Economy, Kosovo Energy 
Efficiency Fund, UNDP, and 
MFK among others, joined 
this new wave of internship 
opportunities for women 
coming from more than 20 municipalities of Kosovo. 
Through the Women in Energy Internship Program, over 
100 young women have already become part of the energy 
sector and dozens are to benefit from this program until 
June 2022.

$500,000 TO BE 
INVESTED IN THE 
COMFORT AND 
EFFICIENCY OF 
APARTMENTS IN THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF VITI
The retrofitting process of four multi—apartment buildings 
to improve the comfort and efficiency of Viti’s households, 
begins in March. As part of the Energy Efficiency Retrofits 
in Multi—family Apartment Buildings (AER) Activity, MFK 
and MCC, in partnership with the local government are 
investing up to $500,000 in energy efficiency projects for 
the retrofitting of old, dilapidated buildings in the 
Municipality of Viti. 

ERA DIMËN CONCLUDES 
AIR QUALITY ACTIVITIES 
SUPPORTED BY MFK  
AND MCC
‘Era Dimën’ marked a significant milestone in MFK’s 
trajectory and a strong commitment from institutions 
and other stakeholders to ensure the continuity of MFK 
and MCC’s  evidence—based efforts. It brought together 
international and Kosovan leaders to discuss local and 
global environmental issues including: U.S. Embassy Chargé 
d’Affaires Nicholas J. Giaccobe, Jr., Mayor of Prishtina 
Përparim Rama, Acting MCC CEO Mahmoud Bah, MCC 
Country Director for Kosovo Sarah Olmstead, MCC 
Threshold Program Director James Gerard, and MFK CEO 
Petrit Selimi, Wolfgang Blau, Co—Founder of the Oxford 
Climate Journalism Network, Romain Lacombe, CoFounder 
and CEO of Plume Labs, and Christa Hasenkopf,
Co-Founder of OpenAQ and founder of Airglow Labs.

MFK AND GJAKOVA 
MUNICIPALITY DISBURSE 
GRANTS FOR WOMEN 
ENTREPRENEURS IN 
GJAKOVA

Millennium Foundation Kosovo (MFK), together with the 
Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), Municipality of 
Gjakova, and HELP—Hilfe zur Selbsthilfe, an implementing 
non-governmental organization from Germany, signed 28 
grant contracts to support 
women-owned businesses, 
as part of Women in Energy 
Entrepreneurship Program—
Simple Component. 
Approximately 200,000 
euros in grants have been 
disbursed so far by MFK 
for the small, medium and 
large enterprises owned by 
women in the Municipality 
of Gjakova, including 45,000 
euros for small businesses 
and startups, through 
the Women in Energy 
Entrepreneurs (WEE) 
component. 
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‘ERA DIMËN’ covers 
a broad range of air 
pollution topics, combining 
personal narratives, 
academic writing, art 
and activism to inspire 
environmental change 
in Kosovo. It provides 
in-depth understanding 
of the importance of 
air quality, how it is 
regulated at the local and 
national level, and the role 
academia and scientists 
play in shaping the many 
ways in which air quality 
issues affect us.

ÇOHU

SOLUTION:
Provide data—driven visual 
analysis of Kosovo Courts 
and Basic Prosecution 
Offices in handling of 
criminal offences, to 
increase transparency and 
inform the public.

DITA DOBRANJA 
(INDIVIDUAL)

SOLUTION:
Provide data-driven visual 
analysis of Kosovo judicial 
institution's handling of 
domestic and gender—
based violence cases, to 
increase transparency and 
inform the public

JA
N

U
A

R
Y

 2
0

22
—

M
A

R
C

H
 2

0
22

   
 IS

S
U

E
 1

6

LATEST  
PUBLICATION

QIKA

SOLUTION:
A campaign to rally
the public for increased 
domestic violence 
enforcement via an 
interactive digital 
platform displaying 
domestic violence
data both online and 
projected in public.

PEN STRATEGY 
CONSULTING 
GROUP

SOLUTION:
A searchable commercial 
case law dashboard to 
help lawyers, businesses, 
policymakers and investors 
better understand the 
commercial and legal 
environment

INJECT

SOLUTION:
Data—driven information 
campaigns and resources 
(webpages, brochures, a 
chatbot) for victims of 
domestic violence

BALKAN 
INVESTIGATIVE 
REPORTING 
NETWORK:
BIRN & 
DEMOCRACY FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 
(D4D)

SOLUTION:
Redirecting online 
searches of judicial 
data misperceptions 
to a repository of 
factual articles on court 
performance

Innovations for increased 
efficiency, transparency and 
equity in the judicial system

JUDICIAL 
DIG DATA 
CHALLENGE
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This newsletter is published by Millennium Foundation Kosovo (MFK) to inform the public on the projects 
implemented within Threshold Program, supported by the Millennium Challenge Corporation / Opinions and other 
information in this publication are not necessarily reflective of the opinions of MFK, MCC, or other partners in 

the Threshold program / Edited by: Petrit Selimi, Rina Abazi, Rina Meta / Contributors: Ambassador Chryssoula Aliferi, Nora Cimili/ Cover Photo: 
Armend Nimani / Design and Illustrations: Studio PERMANENT (Nita Salihu Hoxha, Urtina Hoxha, Elvira Thaqi) / Contact: MFK, The Governmental 
Building Migjeni Str 21, Floor 9, 10000 Prishtina, Kosovo / Email: office@millenniumkosovo.org

KOSOVO THRESHOLD  
PROGRAM—CLOSURE  
WORKSHOP

The program closure workshop intended 
to provide a practical understanding of 
the MCC requirements and guidelines in 
terms of program closure to key team 
members from MFK and the MCC—Kosovo 
Threshold team. It was also an opportunity 
to discuss and ensure a common vision 
for program sustainability, and to outline 
strategies and relevant actions that 
should be implemented during the last 
year of the program. 

Millennium Foundation Kosovo plans to 
conclude all of its activities by September 
2022, and finish the transfer of know—how 
to local institutions by December 2022.

Washington, D.C.—In  
late November, 2021, Millennium 
Challenge Corporation (MCC) 
hosted a three—day workshop for 
the Millennium Foundation Kosovo 
(MFK) team consisting of Program 
Managers and MFK CEO.


