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TRANSFORMING
DATA FOR CHANGE

↘
Sarah Olmstead,
MCC Country 
Director for Kosovo

When MCC and the Government of Kosovo first 
started conducting the Constraints Analysis in 
Kosovo in 2016, several concerns around data 
kept circling around recursively: there was a lack 
of available data, or if there was data it was not 
trusted by users, or data users’ motivations were 
not trusted by the government so analysis was 
discounted, or data was published and never used. 
All in all, we kept hearing a deep lack of trust 
between data users (often NGOs or “watchdog” 
organizations) and the government of Kosovo, 
resulting in data being made inaccessible or other 
barriers raised to block its advertisement and 
utilization.

But there is no intrinsic value to data if it 
is not analyzed, compared, used for targeting, for 
policy alignment, for decision-making and advocacy. 
There seemed to us to be a missing link between 
Kosovo government data producers and civil 
society. That missing link was a forum where the 
narrative between these groups could be changed 
from accusatory fault-finding (leading to reticence 
to share data) to a positive relationship where civil 
society facilitates data-driven decision-making by 
the government.

In the DigData activities, we supported the 
government to open data and partner with civil 
society or other data users to produce analysis 
benefiting both parties. Each round of the challenge 
received more and more interest in participation 
and created more and varied interactions with 
government stakeholders. In the end, MFK 
supported 21 grants over four windows. It was not 
always easy for our grantees to come to agreement 
with government stakeholders over what was useful 
to them and how they could cooperate together, 
but in the end valuable learning happened for both 
parties.

Data and evidence are built into MCC’s core 
values. Publishing data can be scary, especially 
when that data shows your programs didn’t have 
the impact you expected or that the law that it took 
years to draft and adopt doesn’t have the results 
expected. But that should drive us to do better and 
fix our mistakes in the next projects or the next 
iterations of laws. MCC believes this strongly, and 
we hope that we took the initial steps to foster that 
same culture of transparency, accountability, and 
growth through the DigData activity.

↘
FAVORITE TWEETS

Partnerships are a cornerstone in how 
MCC works to #InvestInOurPlanet. 
The MCC-Kosovo Threshold program 
bolsters private-sector participation 
in the power sector by helping 
households & businesses implement 
more #energyefficient measures. 

Inspiring to introduce Senators to 
diverse, innovative Kosovan youth 
leaders today @USEmbPristina, 
@MFKosovo, @USAIDKosovo
partners representing civil society, 
media, #WomenInEnergy interns, & 
academia.  Kosovo’s future is bright 
with these young leaders at the helm.

Empowerment through opportunities 
is key to closing the gender gap in the 
energy sector. That is why programs 
like @MFKosovo’s #WomeninEnergy 
are so important. We share the pride 
for the achievements of these bright 
women & look forward to celebrating 
their future successes.

AMBASSADOR 
JEFF HOVENIER
@USAMBKOSOVO

VJOSA OSMANI
@VJOSAOSMANIPRKS

MILLENNIUM 
CHALLENGE
@MCCGOV

Energy efficiency is a top priority!
We are commited to strenthening 
institutional capacities & investment in 
EE, & learning from #SEEK experience. 
Apart from savings, EE investment 
creates jobs & opportunities for local 
companies. Thank you @MCCgov, VP  
@APMandaville, @MFKosovo

ARTANE RIZVANOLLI
@ARTANE_R
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QUOTES

"The Kosovo Threshold 
Program is improving the 
lives of many Kosovans and 
will continue to do so in 
the future - from making 
air quality data more 
accessible, inspiring and 
enabling women to work 
in the energy sector, and 
contributing to improved 
energy efficiency in homes 
and businesses. I would like 
to thank the Government of 
Kosovo for their partnership 
and congratulate 
Millennium Foundation 
Kosovo for their tremendous 
accomplishments."
—Alicia Phillips Mandaville, 
Vice President of the 
Department of Policy  
and Evaluation, MCC

"The Women in Energy 
program has been timely 
and effective in helping 
Kosovo increase gender 
diversity in the energy 
sector. This intervention 
created new opportunities 
and career paths for many 
Kosovan young women and 
is already contributing to 
better gender inclusion in 
Kosovo’s energy sector."
—Nicholas J. Giacobbe,  
US Embassy Deputy Chief  
of Mission

“Investing in green energy 
will make businesses 
independent in terms of 
energy production and it will 
increase their competitive 
advantage in the local 
and international market. 
The technical assistance 
is only phase one of the 
project, as we are working 
hard together with The 
Kosovo Credit Guarantee 
Fund (KCGF) to offer 
credit guarantees for these 
investments in order to 
preserve the cash flow of 
businesses”.
—Petrit Selimi, MFK CEO

If you witness fraud and 
corruption during your 
interaction with MFK 
or the implementing 
partners report here ↓

mcc.gov/
reportfraud



TRANSFORMING
DATA FOR CHANGE

↘
Sarah Olmstead,
MCC Country 
Director for Kosovo

Having arrived in Kosovo in 2018, I have come to 
appreciate Kosovo and its cultural traditions, in part 
through its locally grown foods and locally inspired 
dishes, but also through its films. The other aspect 
that I really appreciate is the admirable ease of 
interaction, and lively exchanges. Most people are 
always ready to engage in interesting conversations. 

Appreciation for food rarely derives solely 
from the food itself but especially from the context 
in which it is eaten. The local history and culture. 
The local community. The people involved in bringing 
each ingredient to the table. The individuals sharing 
in the same culinary moment – dining in the same 
room or sitting across the same dining table in a 
moment in time. Kosovo’s local produce and farm-
to-table cuisine offer this experience, granting 
insight into its aunique history as well as the 
individuals who have persevered to share it. Local 
dishes like flija, Prizreni tavë, byrek, ajvar, kebabs, 
sarma and pilaf appeal to local and international 
palettes alike, and Kosovo’s farm-to-table cuisine 
is worthy of global attention. I purchase my dairy 
products from a local shop that is directly linked to 
local farmers and producers I am convinced that 
its sheep cheese is among the world’s best. I enjoy 
it and I am curious about the stories behind the 
various types and tastes. 

In October, Forbes Magazine highlighted 
Kosovo wines, noting that the “region has a 
2,000-year history of wine production”. Kosovo’s 
local wine – produced in 18 wine regions, with the 
majority coming from the Rahovec/Orahovac region 
– is indeed deserving of attention. Although wine 
has a long history in the region, its production in 
Kosovo has recently gained a renewed focus. While 
international varieties of wine are grown in Kosovo 
and I have a particular predilection for wine from the 
Dafina winery, local varieties – Prokupa, Vranac and 
Zhameta red wines and Smederevka white wine – 
are important complements to the local cuisine. The 
Figaro wine selection made the trip to the Rahovec/
Orahovac valley in summer of 2017 and dedicated 
the quality work of Kosovar wine in its publication in 
January 2018. Kosovo wine in the spotlight with all 
possibilities to include as part of experiencing a new 
rural sustainable tourism.

With regional and historical influences, 
the culinary dishes in Kosovo are also indicative 
of the diversity within Kosovo. Together with tea, 
sweetened by locally produced honey, or Kosovo’s 
world-renowned macchiato, Kosovo’s dishes exhibit 
rich cultural influences and inspirations. Kosovo 
offers a cuisine that is pleasing both to its local 
population and to its international guests, uniting its 
communities and helping contribute to its historical 
record and to a more sustainable future. I note with 
satisfaction that in 2021 and for the first time a 
restaurant in Pristina appears in the selection of 
the top 1000 list devoted culinary knowhow. Kosovo 
enters the big league… 

Accompaniments to the Kosovo dish – like 
pickles in the autumn and winter or tomatoes 
and cucumbers in the summer – are not only 
tasty additions. These foods elicit important 
acknowledgements – in my mind, ajvar is closely 
associated with the story of perseverance of Fahrije 
Hoti and the Women of Krushë Madhe/Velika Kruša, 
recounted in Blera Basholli’s film, The Hive.

The production of Kosovo’s food is closely 
intertwined with its development and progress 
toward the Sustainable Development Goals. The 
restaurants and shops collaborating with small 
farmers and producers to bring locally grown 
produce directly to tables are important examples 
of the small-scale, grassroots efforts toward 
sustainability. Similarly, the energy-saving system of 
certain vineyards in the Rahovec/Orahovac Valley – 
the “Tuscany of Kosovo” – is another praiseworthy 
step toward Kosovo’s goals of sustainable 
development. These efforts exemplify the important 
role that individuals play in Kosovo’s development, 
while also demonstrating how food production 
and consumption offers insight into the historical 
evolution of a place and its people. 

Finally, it all ends where it begins, a coffee 
from almost any caffe shop, a Kosovo style 
Macchiato- so many friendships and meetings 
organized around it, bringing people together and 
sharing ideas. Kosovo Macchiato is not just the 
source of stories but a story itself.

So, really my favourite Kosovo products are its 
stories connecting food, tradition and people.

THE VERY BEST OF  
KOSOVO, EMBODIED IN 
FOOD, DRINK AND FILM

↘
FAVORITE PRODUCT

Ulrika Richardson,  
Outgoing UN Development  
Coordinator in Kosovo
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What were the initial findings in the constraints 
analysis for Kosovo’s economic development that 
made MCC and MFK focus on data transparency 
and transparent governance?

 Carolyn Wetzel Chen: 
The constraints analysis noted the following 
issues:

• A lack of informed critique of government 
performance-while many critiques were 
justified, the criticism was often sweeping 
rather than being grounded in specific, 
actionable areas for improvement

• Pervasive misperceptions-while Kosovo’s 
citizens have much to complain about, not 
every situation was as severe as perceptions 
suggested.

• Adversarial relationships preventing 
transparency-a prevailing adversarial culture 
between civil servants and civil society 
prevented a willingness to engage in candid 
information sharing and joint problem-
solving.  

How did MFK and MCC shape the activities 
under DigData and how did you decide on the 
best tools and methods to improve the public 
availability and analytical use of data?
 
 Gentiana Mahmuti Bajra:
MFK and MCC benefited from MCC’s past 
experience designing and running several data 
challenges that shared a goal of using available 
data to empower everyday citizens to solve 
problems.
MCC also turned to counterparts in the U.S. 
Agency for International Development with 
experiences in both open data and running 
challenges.  These colleagues have served as 
advisors, guiding MFK counterparts through 
the process of challenge design and supporting 
them with systems and frameworks to ease the 
challenge administration process.

Among the tools and methods prioritized 
by MCC and MFK were: do the do-able thing, 
seek buy-in from the government institutions 
and civil society, and incorporate different types 
of expertise.

Interview with:
Carolyn Wetzel Chen
Gentiana Mahmuti Bajra

Every open data challenge has started with the premise that it’s not 
enough for the implementing organizations to simply share data-they 
need to share actionable insights derived from the data that empower 

and enable users to understand something better, change their 
behavior, or advocate for change.

DIGDATA 
CHALLENGES 

FUNDAMENTAL 
TO CITIZEN 

PERCEPTIONS OF 
KOSOVO’S GROWTH
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Why was it important to have a series of 
challenges, with focus on judiciary, environment, 
and labor force & education?

  Gentiana Mahmuti Bajra:
We used newly available data:  The challenges 
were designed to tackle some of the most 
persistent and pressing issues Kosovo faces AND 
also where MCC and other donors were making 
strategic investments in the judicial, environment 
and labor force sectors to build or improve 
systems and platforms to make more data 
available, timely, and reliable.

Change comes when stakeholders are 
aware of each others’ needs and priorities:  
While this data was being generated on systems 
designed for civil servants, responding to citizen 
complaints, solving problems, and combatting 
misperceptions within Kosovo demands data-
driven dialogue across government, civil society, 
and everyday citizens.

A series of challenges allows us to learn 
and adapt: With each challenge, we learned from 
past efforts and made strategic shifts in how we 
presented and shared the data with competitors, 
how we engaged civil servant counterparts, and 
what kinds of innovations we were seeking. 

 
There were four challenges implemented under 
the so-called DigDataKosovo Open Data 
Challenge. Who chose these themes and why are 
they important?

 Carolyn Wetzel Chen: 
The themes around labor force participation, 
environment and energy, and judicial were 
specified in the Threshold Agreement.  

All of these themes are important because 
they are fundamental not only to Kosovo’s 
prosperity, but to citizen perceptions of Kosovo’s 
growth.  Whether and how Kosovo’s economic 
growth is shared across women and ethnic 
minorities or urban and rural communities 
matters for questions of migration, educational 
pursuits and social harmony.  Whether people 
can breathe freely on their way to and from work 
and school matters for citizen health. Whether 
people feel like Kosovo’s energy is reliable, 
modern, priced efficiently, and distributed 
equitably matters for Kosovo’s economic growth 
and the public trust. Whether the judicial 
system issues rulings in a timely, consistent, and 
fair manner matters for whether citizens and 
businesses can envision a future where their 
livelihoods, investments, and personal safety 
are safeguarded by the rule of law.  When the 
data exposes lapses, systemic breakdowns, 
misperceptions, or new insights, it’s an 
opportunity to build public trust by meaningfully 
addressing them.

What’s the connection between the state 
institutions and the government on one side, the 
implementing organizations and companies on 
the other, and the general public?

 Carolyn Wetzel Chen:
The premise behind making data truly open is to 
create feedback loops, where a public institution 
publishing the data receives feedback, makes 

positive changes, and, because of these benefits, 
continues to share more data to benefit from 
more beneficial feedback and changes.  

Sometimes, the partnerships are close-for 
example, in the energy data challenge, grantees 
have been working with the customs office to 
revise the tax to enable the purchase of energy 
efficient appliances.

Sometimes those partnerships are more 
distant-for example, there didn’t need to be a 
dedicated government point person overseeing 
the student engagement efforts.

On the flip side, every open data challenge 
has started with the premise that it’s not 
enough for the implementing organizations to 
simply share data-they need to share actionable 
insights derived from the data that empower 
and enable users to understand something 
better, change their behavior, or advocate for 
change.  Thus, citizens aren’t passively accepting 
data-they’re contributing to the aforementioned 
feedback loop and advocating for change in 
data-driven ways.

What are some of the key recommendations 
you may have for the sustainability of efforts 
to open the data, to have a more transparent 
government and a more collaborative approach 
between civil society, private sector and the 
government, based on Dig Data projects?

 Gentiana Mahmuti Bajra:
Key recommendations include: 
• Make civil servants aware of how citizens 

engage with the data:  Some of the 
innovations used open data to engage 
with more targeted users and made 
recommendations specific to them.  As a 
result, civil servants may not be aware of 
what the public is getting out of an improved 
understanding of air quality data. Civil 
servants should be made aware of how 
understanding data informs citizen decision 
making, so civil servants can be more 
responsive.

• Don’t confuse data with actionable 
information:  As public servants and civil 
society incorporate data into policy and 
communications efforts, they should ensure 
that citizens and the private sector benefit 
from the context surrounding the data. 

• Data literacy is just one component of larger 
efforts around misperceptions:  One Dig 
Data grantee is using data as an entry point 
to combat misinformation about the judicial 
system and to redirect online readers to 
truthful information.  

• But a statistic alone cannot persuade. That 
is why the grantee is complementing their 
efforts with articles to directly confront and 
contextualize the misperceptions.  

• Resource agencies that open data:  Many 
teams that MFK worked with had data that 
they wanted to share, but needed resources 
to clean, post, and update the data in an 
ongoing, machine readable format.  While 
MFK could support these efforts in the 
short term, for long term success, positions 
(perhaps data archivists) need to be created 
to build on these early gains.
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THE FUTURE 
WORKPLACE
/OPENDATA 

KOSOVO
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This ethos was our inspiration for the “Future 
Workplace” project. The idea behind this 
project came very naturally considering both 
the importance of open data and the potential 
of the ICT sector in our country. Through this 
project, we wanted to focus on promoting the 
Kosovo ICT sector while also providing career 
opportunities for interested young people.

As part of this project, in collaboration 
with the Kosovo Chamber of Commerce, we 
developed a platform to gather, analyze, and 
generate data from the ICT market in Kosovo. 
This tool provides a great overview of the 
sector and creates opportunities for analyzing 
employment trends. 

On a related note, part of our 
organization’s work is to provide capacity-
building activities for young women in Kosovo 
to help create a tech community. In line with 
this, we have focused on providing internship 
opportunities to young women interested 

in open data practices and other technical 
subjects. Throughout our “Future Workplace” 
project, all of our project participants could learn 
about open data, web development, project 
management, data analysis and other important 
skills.

Navigating the pandemic throughout 
this project implementation period was tough. 
However, we were ultimately able to adapt 
quickly and create a more digital project 
ecosystem. This allowed us to achieve our 
expected results with no major complications. 

The most outstanding impact of our 
project is to see the willingness of youngsters—
especially young women—to participate and 
engage in activities that address technology 
and open data. This project introduced many 
young women to the Kosovo ICT sector, and I’m 
confident that it will help them as they move 
along their career trajectories. 

Being a tech-savvy person means that in every opportunity given, you 
will share your contribution in ways that promote digital solutions as 

open sources.
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FRYMO – CREATIVE 
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status quo for air pollution in Kosovo—and the 
social, institutional and educational incentives 
that are exacerbating this problem. 

Kosovo, although small in area and 
industrial development, tops many world lists 
as one of the countries with the unhealthiest 
air quality. Against this backdrop, our work on 
this project was motivated by the will to help 
our community and encourage positive change 
through education and technology. 

Who better than our youth can help 
our country? As a result, we’ve included 200 
high schoolers from all around Kosovo on the 
FRYMO project, encouraging them to research 
air quality in Kosovo; training them in the field 
of electronics, programming, and 3D designing; 
and asking them to provide solutions for air 
quality issues in our country. At the same time, 
these young people have helped build 35 air 
quality measuring stations throughout 22 Kosovo 
municipalities.

high schoolers from all 
around Kosovo involved 

in the FRYMO project

35 stations placed 
in 22 Kosovo 

municipalities

Over two years of work on this project, 
our team has faced various challenges—from 
implementation, to technical realization and 
product development, to documentation of the 
whole process—since the main part of the project 
was implemented during the Covid pandemic.  
However, we have been continually inspired 
to tackle these challenges after seeing the 
motivation and willingness of young people to 
get involved and further the idea of FRYMO.

The whole FRYMO journey has been a 
process of constant learning and adaptation for 
everyone involved. 

Ultimately, FRYMO has been hugely 
successful. Each of the air quality monitoring 
stations built by high school students generate 
real-time data on air quality; this information 
is translated into an easily understood online 
platform and mobile application that can be 
accessed by the general public. 

This initial version of FRYMO is just the 
beginning of a long-lasting and transformative 
revolution for public health, non-formal 
education and awareness-raising about air 
quality in Kosovo.

35 

air quality 
measuring 
stations built

200
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ENERGOMETER 

/SPACE 

SYNTAKS
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As it usually does in our team, it all started with 
a lot of questions. How much electricity do you 
spend per month? How much money does that 
cost? Do you even understand your electricity 
bill? What is a kWh? How much is a kWh? Which 
appliance spends the most? Where do I start if 
I want to save electricity? And please, should I 
leave the boiler ON or OFF?!...

We deliberated, argued, and researched 
a lot, and came up with ENERGOMETER, a 
project that tries to answer all our questions and 
in addition to this communicates them with as 
many people as possible. This brought us to more 
questions on how to lure people's attention to 
the project and how to display the project's data 
more effectively. 

For the purpose of engaging in a 
conversation with citizens while at the same 
time experimenting with discovering the most 
effective ways for displaying data, we came up 
with ENERGOMETERs three main components: 
a one month electricity saving social experiment, 
a digital platform and a building size data 
display that will be showcased through a course 
of a month in the center of Prishtina. 

Our project implementation began with 
identifying participants that will take part in 
ENERGOMETER social experiment. They were 
given electricity meters (smart switches) linked 
with an app on their phone to monitor daily 
energy use and identify which appliances are 
using the most power, and when. At the same 
time, we offered them daily tips on how to use 
their appliances in the most efficient way and 
optimize their daily electricity consumption. 

Every day, over a course of the month, 
the data recorded during the monitoring of the 
electricity consumption have been showcased via 
the project's digital platform www.energometer.
org and at the same time, they have been 

projected on the facade of the selected building 
in one of the most visited streets of Prishtina. 
In addition to this, daily tips on how to optimize 
electricity consumption have been published via 
the platform and our social media. 

The projected facade has been the 
attraction of the street for a month, first by 
inviting people to discuss the way appliances 
consume electricity, peak hours and cheap tariff, 
and the best ways to spend less while being 
efficient. Second, and very important for us, 
it has triggered the participating inhabitants 
to think differently when using electricity, 
considering they had access to monitoring their 
consumption live. And third, it has initiated a 
community of enthusiasts who have signed up on 
our online platform to be part of similar future 
experiments and collaborate on the project.

Upon closing the one-month experiment, 
our team moved to analyze the obtained data, 
and therefore the behavior of the project 
participants. To enrich and enable results, the 
obtained datasets are being combined with ERO 
and KEEA open datasets, daily weather data, 
and air quality data.

Only initial results are in, and it seems 
the most explanatory indicator of energy 
consumption is the weather, as expected. 
Going forward, our team is very excited to 
analyze separately the behavior of our three 
participating apartments, the patterns of 
each appliance, and possible correlations with 
temperature and air quality data. 

By the end of July, SpaceSyntaKs will 
publish a full report with the outcomes of the 
project, datasets, and results, and also the 31 
tips on helping users optimize their electricity 
consumption and expenditures. 

Stay in touch!

Would you use less energy if your neighbors saw how  
much you consumed? What if the whole city saw?
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D^TA FEMINISM: 
A NEW APPR0ACH  
IN THE FIGHT FOR  
GEN)ER EQU4LITY

/QIKA

Throughout my work as Editor-in-Chief and 
leader of a feminist media organization, I have 
been frustrated by the paucity of statistical data 
on gender inequality in Kosovo. In fact, it is both 
sad and interesting how little data there is on 
gender inequalities. Broadly speaking, we know 
that women in Kosovo are unemployed, victims 
of violence, discriminated against, poor, and 
excluded; but very seldom are these inequalities 
reflected to us quantitatively. I do not believe 
this to be entirely coincidental—gender has not 
been considered in many institutions and media 
reports when it comes to social inequality. 

The daily reporting on domestic violence 
cases is often relativized by the media. Headlines 
like: "7 cases of domestic violence within 24 
hours in Kosovo" do not tell the whole truth. How 
many of these cases are female victims? Who 
is the perpetrator? What was the institutional 
reaction to this case? These are the questions 
that QIKA has deliberately raised throughout our 
project. Our curiosity and courage to go beyond 
the formal reporting of institutions has been 
bolstered by Millennium Foundation Kosovo’s 
strong support through the Dig Data project.

Beginning in January 2022, our 
organization has worked every day on data 
collection and classification. Every month 
we publish graphs that contain detailed and 
accurate data on gender-based violence and its 
different manifestations. For the first time, we 
can now concretely see how many women have 
been harassed, threatened, and endangered.  
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By showing all forms of violence against women, 
we can push abck on the narrative that physcial 
violence against women is the only relevant 
concern. 

We are also collecting similar data from 
the Kosovo Prosecutorial Council and the Free 
Legal Aid Agency. All the internal databases 
we are working on will serve to create the first 
feminist platform in Kosovo for open data. "1 
≠ 1," the name of our platform, will help people 
visualize data by displaying it in public areas. 
This will help expose the reality of gender-based 
violence in Kosovo to the broader community. 
This platform will also showcase incidents 
where institutions performed well—where the 
victim was protected and the perpetrator was 
sentenced. This will help create more trust in 
Kosovo’s judicial bodies. 

For too long, a lack of data classification 
has made it extremely challenging to integrate 
a gender perspective into public policy. As such, 
in the near future, we aim to expand the "1 ≠ 
1" platform with data classified by gender for 
different spheres like education, employment, 
health, public budget, etc. We know that data 
is power, but so far in Kosovo this power has 
been in the hands and service of men. Moving 
forward, let’s use it to combat the oppression 
and inequality that women face.
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WOMEN X ENERGY

‘Women in Energy’ Program concludes. We are 
now a step closer to closing the gender gap in 
the energy sector in Kosovo

WOMEN X ENERGY marked the 
conclusion of the Women in Energy, a 5-year 
program which helped take initial steps to bridge 
the enormous gender gap in Kosovo’s energy 
sector. 

On this occasion, representatives from 
the Washington-based Millennium Challenge 
Corporation (MCC) joined participants 
from Kosovo institutions, leading local and 
international organizations, and Women in 
Energy beneficiaries to celebrate five years of 
initiatives and achievements at the Women X 
Energy Program Closing Event. 

Opening remarks were delivered by 
Nicholas J. Giacobbe, US Embassy Deputy Chief 
of Mission, Vjosa Osmani, the President of the 
Republic of Kosovo, Alicia Phillips Mandaville, 
MCC Vice President of the Department of Policy 

and Evaluation, Sarah Olmstead, MCC Country 
Director for Kosovo, Petrit Selimi, MFK CEO, and 
Diella Shabani, WE Scholarship Program Alumni.

Hundreds of women have directly 
benefited from this program. The WiSci Kosovo 
camp brought together over 100 girls from 
throughout the Balkans who are all committed 
to pursuing careers in STEAM fields. Next, MFK 
provided scholarships for 26 Kosovo women to 
study energy-related fields at Des Moines Area 
Community College in the United States, and 
facilitated paid internship opportunities for over 
200 young women in Kosovo’s energy sector.  
Finally, MFK distributed grants to over 400 
women-owned businesses to invest in energy 
efficiency. All of these activities have contributed 
to reducing gender inequality in Kosovo’s energy 
sector, while providing skills and experience to 
the young leaders that will help shape the future 
of Kosovo’s economy. 
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‘Women in Energy’ Program concludes.  
We are now a step closer to closing  

the gender gap in the energy sector in Kosovo



WOMEN X ENERGY

Millennium Foundation Kosovo (MFK) and 
Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) 
facilitated their Donor Conference on 
Energy Efficiency for Households in Kosovo. 
The conference was attended by senior 
representatives from the Washington-based 
Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) and 
the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of 
Kosovo, as well as by mayors of the Kosovo 
municipalities that have co-funded energy 
efficiency projects implemented by MFK, and key 
local and international organizations engaged on 
energy efficiency projects.

Sarah Olmstead (MCC Country Director 
for Kosovo) and Petrit Selimi (MFK CEO) 
noted during their remarks that the findings, 
experiences, and learnings from the SEEK 
program should help Kosovo institutions and 
other donors shape future activities in the 
residential energy efficiency sector. Throughout 
the course of this program, MFK and MCC have 
identified sustainable models of change for 
Kosovo’s energy sector by facilitating over 1000 
household energy efficiency retrofits. 

Initial findings from the SEEK Project 
were presented by Burim Hashani, Energy 
Director at MFK, and Marko Kosir, Team Leader 
of the Implementing Consultant (GFA-HPC). 
The full program report with key findings will be 
published upon program conclusion.

The Women X Energy book brings together 
opinions, voices, stories, stats, infographics, 
photographs, maps, timelines and other 
storytelling elements aiming to weave together 
the WE scope of work, its results, and the 
broader impact of the program. 

Through personal stories from women 
who have experienced the benefits of the 
program as well as from influential women who 
have achieved inspiring professional success, the 
book creates a narrative of ideals in fulfillment, 
and underscore the importance of providing 
and promoting such ideals not only in a gender 
inclusion context, but also from a broader 
societal perspective.
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MFK would like to extend its appreciation to the DigData team, 
Gentiana Mahmuti Bajra, Megi Pishtari, Agron Kelmendi, Rina Abazi 
for the hard work and all the effort done on the DigDataKosovo Open 
Data Challenge. Thank you for making the project successful and 
contributing towards increasing institutional transparency as well as 
bridging Government with civil society, private sector, and individuals. 
DigData superhero is illustrated by TADI, a Kosovo-based artist and 
a former colleague of ours.

Photo Cover  by #meddynoah

In memory of Meddy Huduti, one of Kosovo’s greatest photographers, 
who passed away last year. He was a dear collaborator of MFK, 
who supported and helped us with the launch of DigDataKosovo by 
bringing the best of our activities and people involved.

Vice President of the Department of Policy and 
Evaluation at the Millennium Challenge Corporation 
(MCC) Alicia Phillips Mandaville made a three-day visit to 
Kosovo. During her stay (May 22-24), she participated in 
a series of events organized by MFK and MCC.

She began her visit with a focus on learning 
more about MFK and MCC’s modernization of the local 
heating system through the Prishtina HeatSave project. 
The delegation from Washington was joined by Mayor 
of Prishtina Perparim Rama, Termokos District Heating 
CEO Arsim Fetahu, and MFK CEO Petrit Selimi. Together, 
they visited a family in their Prishtina apartment to 
watch the installation of their smart heating metering 
system. 

On May 23rd, Ms. Phillips Mandaville joined MFK 
to celebrate five years of initiatives and achievements 
at the Women X Energy Program Closing Event. 
Throughout the day, she appreciated hearing from the 
Women in Energy beneficiaries about their professional 
and academic achievements in Kosovo’s energy sector. 

Ms. Phillips Mandaville also made a trip to the 
Kosovo Hydrometeorological Institute during her stay in 
Kosovo. During the KHMI visit, the MCC delegation got 
a closer look at the upgraded Air Quality database and 
new monitoring stations—a technology supported by 
MFK and MCC as part of their Air Quality activities.

The last day of Ms. Phillips Mandaville’s visit to 
Kosovo included the Subsidies for Energy Efficiency 
program donor conference, as well as a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to mark the commencement of renovation 
work on four multi-apartment buildings in Mitrovica. 

Ms. Phillips Mandaville was joined by Mayor of 
Mitrovica Bedri Hamza, MCC Country Director for 
Kosovo Sarah Olmstead, and MFK CEO Petrit Selimi at 
the ceremony. 
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